THE MAN I KNEW

made some remark. This watch was given to him by his
mother to give to his future wife. I thought that Douglas
had not really enjoyed his game, for the long wait had
been trying, but as we walked back to the castle he asked
me to play a single with him next morning. He spent all
the time with me at the races that day and took me in to
dinner and asked me to play golf with him again the
following day*

On Saturday morning we meant to play golf before
breakfast as arranged, but to my surprise Douglas did not
wish to play and paid off the caddies. We looked for a
quiet seat but not finding one he blurted out, "I must
propose to you standing!" This was very abrupt and I
must say quite unexpected, but I accepted him.

There was now a complication because we wished to let
Queen Alexandra know at once about our engagement,
but she had not yet come down and Douglas had to leave
the castle as already arranged with the other guests. We
therefore took into our confidence General Brocklehurst
(equerry to His Majesty), of whom we were both very
fond, and he very kindly undertook to let the Queen know
as soon as possible. He could not help expressing his
surprise at such a sudden engagement and thought at first
that Douglas was referring to my sister. Meanwhile Miss
Charlotte Knollys (private secretary to Her Majesty) had
seen Douglas and myself hurrying home very late for
breakfast and apparently rather interested in each other,
and had become somewhat suspicious. She had, I believe,
already hinted about it to the Queen before General
Brocklehurst gave the news. Queen Alexandra, however,
was delighted and sent Miss Knollys at once to me with
her warm congratulations.

Douglas left to stay with his sister Jenty at Ascot, and
his brother John has given me the following account, which
explains what took place there.
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